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CHILD / ADULT PRACTICE REVIEWS, MULTI-AGENCY PROFESSIONAL FORUMS AND DOMESTIC HOMICIDE REVIEWS
REFERRAL FORM
SECTION 1 - INTRODUCTION
The following information is for practitioners to consider when referring cases to be considered for Child Practice Reviews, Adult Practice Reviews, Multi-Agency Professional Forums and Domestic Homicide Reviews.

If you are making a referral this form includes information in Section 2, about the legislative framework and guidance that informs the process. The expectation is that the referrer will discuss any referral with their Case Review Group member.

Child Practice Reviews, Adult Practice Reviews, and Domestic Homicide Reviews are subject to different definitions and will each have their own criteria. Please refer to the relevant checklist at the end of this form for the review you are referring and ensure that you consider these points when completing the narrative section which will support the Case Review Group when making decisions. 

As the referrer you will be expected to attend the Case Review Group to present the referral so an understanding of previous concerns and detail of the actual incident is required. If there has been previous safeguarding concerns this information should be available either within the body of the referral or within your presentation of the referral. Members of the Case Review Group are expected to apply scrutiny to all referrals.
Any practitioner, agency or Board member can raise a concern about a case which it is believed may meet the below criteria. Advice should be sought from the agency Board member prior to making a referral..

The Case Review Group is the decision-making group which considers both child and adult cases, and domestic homicide reviews and determines whether these cases meet the criteria for the following four multi-agency learning and review processes or it may consider these cases to be unsuitable for all:  

· Concise Reviews
· Extended Reviews
· Multi-Agency Professional Forums
· Domestic Homicide Review
Ultimately, the decision as to whether the case meets the above criteria rests with the Gwent Safeguarding Board Chair, as advised by the Case Review Group.  This determines whether a Child Practice Review, Adult Practice Review, Multi-Agency Professional Forum or Domestic Homicide Review is undertaken.

It should be remembered that it is not recommended for single agencies to make unilateral decisions in these cases.
SECTION 2 - BACKGROUND
The following guidance has been used to set out this process:  Social Services and Well Being Act (2014) Working Together to Safeguard People:  Volumes 2 and 3, the Safeguarding Boards (Functions and Procedures) (Wales) Regulations 2015 (Regulation 4) and Home Office Multi-Agency Statutory Guidance for the conduct of Domestic Homicide Reviews (2016).
Safeguarding Boards (Functions and Procedures) (Wales) Regulations 2015 (Regulation 4) state: (1) A Board must undertake a practice review in accordance with this regulation. (2) The purpose of a practice review is to identify any steps that can be taken by Safeguarding Board partners or other bodies to achieve improvements in multi-agency child and adult protection practice.
	Date of Referral:
	

	Name of Referrer and Agency:
	

	Name of Adult / Child:
	

	Address:
	

	Date of Birth:
	Date of Death/ Incident (if relevant):

	Significant family member / NOK (Name and DOB): For CPR please include siblings
	

	Previous Addresses (if known):
	

	Details of any other significant person(s):
	

	BRIEF OUTLINE OF CASE / INCIDENT: Please include a summary of the case, think about why 

you are concerned?


	

	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

	

	RATIONALE FOR REFERRING THIS CASE: Identify where the learning is, whether single or multi-agency


	

	HAS ANY OTHER REVIEW BEEN REQUESTED OR UNDERTAKEN? Please provide details: include information about single agency reviews.


	

	BRIEF OVERVIEW OF AGENCY INVOLVEMENT

	Children / Adult Services:
	Education:



	Health: consider MH, CAHMS, Health Visiting, District Nursing and GP
	Housing:



	VAWDASV services:
	Police:



	National Probation Service:
	YOS:



	Care Provider:
	Other – Please State:




Referrer Please Note: the criteria for review is included in the next 
section for Your
reference only – it is not to be completed

	**THE FOLLOWING CHECKLISTS ARE FOR COMPLETION ONLY 
BY THE CASE REVIEW GROUP **

	DECISION CHECKLIST - CHILD PRACTICE REVIEW ONLY

	Has the child/young person died?                                                                                         YES/NO 
                                                                                          

	If no, has the child/young person sustained potentially life threatening injury, or;                YES/NO                   

sustained serious and permanent impairment of health or development?                            YES/NO

	For Case Review Group – If the answer to the above questions are no please consider whether another process is more appropriate such as MAPF

	Was Abuse or Neglect potentially associated with the event detailed above?                      YES/NO

	Was Abuse or Neglect suspected prior to the event detailed above?                                   YES/NO

	For Case Review Group – If no, consider whether alternative types of review or learning process would be helpful for this case.  If yes, a Concise Practice Review should be considered. 

	Has the child/young person been on the Child Protection Register in the last 6 months?   YES/NO          

	Has the child/young person been a Looked After Child in the last 6 months?                      YES/NO                                             

	For Case Review Group – If Yes to either of the above an Extended Practice Review should be considered.  

	Is there an indication that Abuse or Neglect was not recognised or shared with others?     YES/NO                                                  

	Is there an indication that Abuse or Neglect was not acted on appropriately?                     YES/NO

	Was the child/young person abused in a regulated setting?                                                 YES/NO

	If yes to above what if any action has the regulator taken?



	Have you identified any learning relating to multiple organisations and/or is there a 

potential to identify and improve multi-agency practice and partnership working                 YES/NO

                         

	DECISION CHECKLIST - ADULT PRACTICE REVIEW ONLY

	Under Section 126 (1) defines an adult at risk for the purposes of this Part, is an adult who—

(a) is experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect,

(b) has needs for care and support (whether or not the authority is meeting any of those needs), and

(c) as a result of those needs is unable to protect himself or herself against the abuse or neglect or the risk of it.
Does the adult meet the above definition                                                                            YES / NO 
If you have answered NO to any of the above questions then this person is not an adult at risk and this referral cannot proceed any further.                                                                                                                                                                             

	Has the person died?                                                                                                            YES/NO                                                                                           

	If no, has the person sustained potentially life threatening injury, or;                                    YES/NO                  

sustained serious and permanent impairment of health?                                                      YES/NO

	For Case Review Group – If the answer to the above questions are no please consider whether another process is more appropriate such as MAPF

	Was Abuse or Neglect potentially associated with the event detailed above?                     YES/NO

	Was Abuse or Neglect suspected prior to the event detailed above?                                   YES/NO

	For Case Review Group – If no, consider whether alternative types of review or learning process would be helpful for this case.  If yes, a Concise Practice Review should be considered.

	Is there an indication that Abuse or Neglect was not recognised or shared with others?     YES/NO                                                  

	Is there an indication that Abuse or Neglect was not acted on appropriately?                     YES/NO

	Has the Adult at Risk been a person in respect of whom a local authority has determined 

to take action to protect from abuse or neglect in the last 6 months?                                   YES/NO          

	For Case Review Group – If Yes to either of the above an Extended Practice Review should be considered.  

	Was the person abused in a regulated setting?                                                                    YES/NO

	If yes to above what if any action has the regulator taken?

	Has this case been subject to an Adult Protection Investigation?                                         YES/NO

If yes, what was the outcome?



	Have you identified any learning relating to multiple organisations and/or is there a 

potential to identify and improve multi-agency practice and partnership working                 YES/NO                         

	DECISION CHECKLIST – DOMESTIC HOMICIDE REVIEW ONLY

	Under section 9(1) of the 2004 Act, domestic homicide review means a review of the circumstances in which the death of a person aged 16 or over has, or appears to have, resulted from violence, abuse or neglect by—

(a) a person to whom s/he was related or with whom s/he was or had been in an intimate personal relationship, or

(b) a member of the same household as her/himself,

held with a view to identifying the lessons to be learnt from the death.

Where the definition set out in this paragraph has been met, then a Domestic Homicide Review should be undertaken.

Do the circumstances meet the above definition                                                              YES/NO               



	Paragraph 21 of the statutory guidance states:  - ‘Any professional or agency may refer such a homicide to the Community Safety Partnership (CSP) in writing if it is believed that there are important lessons for inter-agency working to be learned. ‘

sustained serious and permanent impairment of health or development?                            YES/NO

	Paragraph 22 of the statutory guidance states:  -   ‘The chair of the CSP holds responsibility for establishing whether a homicide is to be the subject of a DHR by giving consideration to the definition set out in section 1 of the 2004 Act – see section 2. This decision should be taken in consultation with local partners with an understanding of the dynamics of domestic violence and abuse. This will assist in identifying those best placed to sit on the review panel for that particular homicide. CSPs will wish to contact relevant bodies to establish the existence of any other ongoing reviews, such as a child Serious Case Review (SCR) (Child Practice Review in Wales), Safeguarding Adults Review (SAR) or Mental Health Investigation (MHI), which will need to be considered as part of the decision to undertake a DHR.’


	Paragraph 24 of the statutory guidance states:   ‘The CSP should send in writing its confirmation of a decision to review, as well as a decision not to review a homicide, to the Home Office DHR enquiries inbox: DHRENQUIRIES@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk  ‘

           

	For Case Review Group – the above guidance has been included to aid decision making. This refers to the CSP as the decision maker but within Gwent we have agreement that this has been delegated to the Case Review Group.


	THE FOLLOWING ARE FOR ALL REFERRALS 

	TO BE COMPLETED BY THE CHAIR OF THE CASE REVIEW GROUP:

	DECISION OF THE CASE REVIEW GROUP (including type of review):


	RATIONALE FOR DECISION: Practice reviews



	DATE:


Next Steps:

This completed referral form should be emailed to gwentsafeguarding@caerphilly.gov.uk
For further information and advice please contact the Gwent Safeguarding Board Business Unit on 01443 864 546.
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